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against the violent. And tonight, as we have 
done before, America and our allies accept 
that responsibility. 

Good night, and may God continue to 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 p.m. in the 
Cross Hall at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Proclamation 7654—Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day 
of Celebration of Greek and 
American Democracy, 2003
March 18, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
After nearly 400 years of rule by the Otto-

mans, Greece declared its independence on 
March 25, 1821. Long before that, ancient 
Athenians created a Greek culture that val-
ued human liberty and dignity, and modern 
Greeks have demonstrated that preserving 
freedom is a powerful motivating force. 
Today, on Greek Independence Day, we rec-
ognize the ancient Greek influence in fram-
ing our own Constitution and celebrate the 
Greek-American heritage that continues to 
strengthen our communities and enrich our 
society. 

Bound by history, mutual respect, and 
common ideals, America and Greece have 
been firm allies in the great struggles for lib-
erty. Our countries fought together in every 
major twentieth-century war, and today, we 
remain united in the war against terror that 
threatens the future of every nation. We are 
working together to achieve peace and pros-
perity in the Balkans and southeastern Medi-
terranean. As the current president of the 
European Union, Greece is also playing a 
critical role in our efforts to confront many 
other global problems that affect our nations 
and our world. 

Our commitment to the friendship be-
tween our two nations has grown from strong 
bonds of tradition and shared fundamental 
values. On Greek Independence Day, I en-

courage all Americans to recognize the 
countless contributions Greek Americans 
have made to our country. Embodying the 
independence and creativity that have made 
our country strong, their proud history is a 
source of inspiration for our Nation and our 
world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2003, 
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day 
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all the people of the 
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., March 20, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the Conclusion of Diplomatic Efforts 
With Regard to Iraq 
March 18, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with section 3(b) of the Author-

ization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq 
Resolution of 2002 (Public Law 107–243), 
and based on information available to me, 
including that in the enclosed document, I 
determine that: 

(1) reliance by the United States on fur-
ther diplomatic and other peaceful 
means alone will neither (A) ade-
quately protect the national security 
of the United States against the con-
tinuing threat posed by Iraq nor (B) 
likely lead to enforcement of all rel-
evant United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolutions regarding Iraq; and 
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